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NICHOLS BROWN WEBBER Architects & Landscape Planners
Shimmell's Farm

Our clients bought a farm with a small house next to a busy 
road and many redundant farm buildings.  We were asked to 
get planning permission for a larger house, well away from 
the road and to thin out the farm buildings but leaving 
enough accommodation for an equestrian centre.  The old 
house was to be demolished and the materials reused.

1,2  Before and after views of the farm to show how the new 
development could improve the view.

3,4  Before and after site plans showing how courtyards 
were created between the buildings to be retained.

5  Plan for the West and South facing garden, protected by a 
ha ha from the surrounding grazing areas.

6  The new farmhouse followed the local Chilterns 
vernacular.
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NICHOLS BROWN WEBBER Architects & Landscape Planners
Chawton House

This Elizabethan and Jacobean house with its famous 
associations with Jane Austen has been restored by NBW to 
its earlier  condition which involved the demolition of later 
extensions.  The programme of restoration has so far 
exceeded £3,500,000 with funds being supplied by 
Californian Austen enthusiast, Sandy Lerner.

The restoration was recently honoured with both national 
and local RIBA conservation awards.

1, 2  The NBW drawings for listed building consent showed 
demolition of the extensions which was supported by 
English Heritage even though they were from the Victorian 
period.

3  The approach to the west front was lowered to its historic 
level during the restoration.

4  Dendrochronology was used to date structural timbers 
during the restoration of the roof.

5  It is thought that Jane Austen wrote Northanger Abbey 
and Mansfield Park in the Oak Room which was restored by 
NBW.

6  The original Malmstone in the west front has an informal 
and rugged charm. 

2 3
6 5 4

1



1
4 5 6

2 3

NICHOLS BROWN WEBBER Architects & Landscape Planners
Chawton House - The Old Stables

This former stable block dates back to the 1580's and is in 
the grounds of Chawton House. It has been restored by 
NBW to its earlier  condition which involved the removal 
1980's additions and the reinstatement of earlier cross 
windows.  The building is Grade 2 listed and is used as a 
residence. The project involved considerable negotiations 
with the Conservation Officer and English Heritage.

1 The main Chawton House 100m to the east of the Stables - 
award winning restoration by NBW.

2 The south front showing the reinstated cross windows.

3 New Solid oak entrance door

4 To the rear of the building a new oak framed stable block 
was added to house 4 shire horses. 

5 Window detail showing new stone and flint surround.

6 Reinstated south east gable.



NICHOLS BROWN WEBBER Architects & Landscape Planners
Private House in Warwickshire

This three bedroom house was created in a Victorian 
walled garden in Warwickshire.  The thick layer of rich 
topsoil and the efforts  of the owner have created 
beautiful, mature gardens around the house.

1  View of the entrance from the south.

2  Entrance looking towards the rear garden.

3  Lavender beds and bench on the entrance axis.

4  Kitchen overlooking the drive.

5 Nighttime view of the entrance.

6  Passage looking toward the dining room. 1
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NICHOLS BROWN WEBBER Architects & Landscape Planners
The Old Chapel, Birmingham

The Old Chapel was built in 1851not as a chapel but as an 
electrical accumulator charging station.  Heavy batteries 
were brought here by horse drawn transport to be charged.
The charging process had one major hazard, as the batteries 
were liable to explode.  The charging stations were therefore 
built with thick walls of engineering brick and tall thin 
windows, which would allow any blast to escape.  From the 
outside they resembled chapels.

We converted the Old Chapel into 12 luxury apartments for 
developer Paddison Construction.



NICHOLS BROWN WEBBER Architects & Landscape Planners
Garsington  Opera

In the early part of the 20th century Garsington (1) was 
home to Lady Ottoline Morrell who played host to such 
literary luminaries as Aldous Huxley, Bertrand Russell and 
D H Lawrence.

Garsington is still a private house but is also home of the 
famous Summer Opera season (2).  
As architects to the estate we have been involved in the 
repair of a number of listed buildings and structures and 
have advised on measures to enhance the estate's 
neighbourliness during the Opera season.

3  NBW's sketch of sensitive restoration measures to be 
undertaken on the garden walls. 

4  The main house dates from the 16th century and some of 
the outbuildings are even older.

5  The gardens come into bloom for the Opera season.

6  Roof structure of the Brewhouse is revealed during 
restoration.

7  We worked with the Oxford Archaeological unit to 
establish the history of the building before restoration 
measures were carried out.
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NICHOLS BROWN WEBBER Architects & Landscape Planners
House on Dartmoor

Our clients bought this 1960's bungalow on a 2 acre site in 
the  National Park of Dartmoor. We extended up into the 
roof space and created a series of extensions to totally 
disguise the Original shell.

1   Early concept sketch

2  Existing bungalow prior to work

3. The house taken from the same direction as 2.

4  View of completed house from the South East

5   Detail of the entrance porch
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NICHOLS BROWN WEBBER Architects & Landscape Planners
Earth Sheltered House - Oxfordshire

We designed this concept Earth Sheltered House for a site in 
the Chilterns in a rural setting. It incorported sustainable 
design ideas in terms of solar power, solar heated water, grey 
water recycling and a turf roof. The design was for an oval 
shaped plan with a sheltered internal courtyard maximising 
daylight and views. The subterranean building was highly 
energy efficient in terms of insulation.




